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Keep These Dates 2

‘Wednesday, March 10:
Staff Development, 12:15 PM
Dismissal, No After care.
Tuesday, March 23:
Parent/Teacher Involvement
Committee (PIC) Meeting,
6:00-7:00 PM, SAIL.
‘Wednesday, March 24:
Parent/Teacher Conference,
Progress Reports, Full Day of School.
Monday-Friday, March 29-April 2:
Spring Break. NO SCHOOL.
Monday, April 5:
Return to School,
Wednesday, April 7:
Staff Development, 12:15 PM
Dismissal, No After care.
‘Wednesday, April 21:
Staff Development, 12:15 PM
Dismissal, No After care.

April 19-30 DC-CAS Testing

Important Numbers

School Front Desk:
202.296.9100 x300
Great Room (Aftercare)
202.296.9100 x232
DCPS Transportation Parent Call
Center: 202.576.5000, 5508, 5209

HAS YOUR CONTACT
INFORMATION
CHANGED2???

Please provide James Lafferty-Furphy
with any updates to your contact
information and emergency contact
information at jlaffert

rg or 202.296.9100

iUl VW voadlity,

x306.

PIC News

The fourth SAIL Parent/Teacher Involvement Committee (PIC) meeting was
held on Tuesday, January 26, 2010. Jana Nelhybel, WVSA Development
Associate, opened the meeting with a visual tour of SAIL’s new website at
http://www.sailpcs.org/. The parents in attendance were pleased and asked
for additional features which Jana stated would be considered for future
updates. See more information about the website on page 4.

Mr. Terry said the students just completed the DC- BAS (Benchmark
Assessments) and he is expecting a dramatic test result increase. He urged the
parents to become involved and proctor the DC-CAS exams in April to
eliminate the speculation of unfair tampering; watch for a flyer requesting
volunteers. In response to a parent seeking clarification on the new report
cards, Mr. Terry stated the new grading system is far more descriptive then in
the past and now specific data is recorded, highlighting if the students are on
grade level or below and progress is emphasized.

Mr. A. distributed to the group the new SAIL’s Behavior Violation Matrix
approved at the last Board meeting. This new policy is color-coded based on
the intensity of the violation. A detailed explanation is emphasized offering
definitions, examples, procedures, involvement and possible consequences.

Mr. A. explained his plan to display SAIL’s coupons on the mural’s sails in
the small gallery showing student compliance of the new school policies. This
action will encourage a positive chain reaction for the students to receive
recognition as well as a reward from the kindness coupon store (see page 4).

Mr. Terry commended Mr. A. for his extraordinary contributions as Director
of Student Support over the last 3 months.

Ms. Robyne, Staff Counselor, discussed the emotional counseling sessions.
She also addressed a parent question regarding sex education. In response,
she said sex education begins in the 4™ grade to aid the students to understand
the change of life. Emphasis is placed on safe touch. Mr. Garth, SAIL PE
instructor, discusses issues and questions with the male students; Ms. Robyne
and Ms. Tracey with the female students. Ms. Robyne also provided a
handout with behaviors reflecting depression. She encouraged families to
watch for any signs, which normally peek in the months of March and April.
If behaviors surface and persist for over a 6-week time frame or longer,
professional assistance should be acquired.

If you have any ideas for additional fundraisers, would like to help organize
any event, would like to volunteer or have other concerns or ideas to bring to
a PIC meeting, contact Tosha Francis at - om or 202-
257-3458, or Mr. Terry. Plan to join the next PIC meeting, scheduled for
Tuesday, March 23, 2010 from 6:00 -7:00 PM at SAIL in the 6™ grade
classroom on the first floor. Childcare is provided, along with pizza and soda.
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CLASSROOM NEWS

Students Raise Funds for Haiti

Before the snow hit the Washington, DC Metropolitan
area, Haiti experienced an earthquake on January 12,
2010. SAIL students and staff responded by donating their
extra change, totaling $66.17, to The Global Giving
Foundation. The SAIL Kindergarten class counted the
donations and did a great job! The Foundation will use the
money to buy daily necessities and medical supplies for the
people of Haiti.

The Socialites Club sponsored a Bake Sale on Wednesday,
Feb. 3" to raise additional funds.

All the ideas to raise funds were proposed by the
community-minded SAIL students!

Back in Time

On Thursday, February 25th the First Grade and
Kindergarten class took a trip back in time. They visited
the Dumbarton Museum, and took a real yellow school
bus to get there!! When they arrived they boarded a time
machine (actually it was an elevator) and went on a tour of
a very old house. Their tour guide, Ms.Jenn, said that the
house was as old as the when the students’ Great

and sitting in the bedroom and examining the "chamber
pot", the students made their way to the kitchen where they
sipped tea from tea cups, and snacked on ginger cookies.

Winter Olympics at SAIL

The Kindergarten class was following the Winter Olympics
in Vancouver. They made their own medals and flags.
Upon returning to school after the snow break, they had
their own Opening Ceremonies.

Though the Performance was Cancelled!

Though the Black History Month performance was
unfortunately cancelled, the students had been perfecting
their presentations prior to the onset of the wintry weather.
If your student hasn’t already shared with you what their
class had planned, maybe you can get a personal
performance in your own living room! Just say PLEASE!

First Grade Success Continues!

The extra snow days did not stop the first graders from
returning to school, ready to learn and fill their marble jar.
The class was able to celebrate their 4th Marble Jar Party
of the year on February 19! They had a Friendship Tea
Party (which got them ready for tea sipping at the
Dumbarton Museum). The students also got to wear very
fancy clothes. Mr. A was their special guest, and he came
dressed for success! The jar was emptied to start all over
again, so they are working on filling it!

The students were also busy finding 100 items of one kind
to bring in for their 100" Day of School Museum. Stop by
to see their collection!

SAIL Knitting Club

This year at SAIL Ms Amanda and Ms. Marleah have
started a knitting club for the older students in 5" through
8" grade. A small group of 13 students meet each Thursday
after school for an hour in the art room, where they share
in progress projects, help one another with tricky knitting
situations, and discuss upcoming projects and fundraisers.
Knitting Club focuses on community service and building
positive relationships between peers as well as recognizing
the importance of reaching out to those less fortunate. Club
members are currently working on knitting 8x8 inch
squares for Knit-A-Square. All squares will be donated to
AIDS orphans in Africa and sewn into blankets once they
arrive on site.

Just this past week the club held a bake sale to raise money
for circular needles and yarn to start knitting hats for an
orphanage in Bulgaria. The students raised $222.00 at their
bake sale and will use all funds for the Bulgarian project.
Knitting Club not only teaches the students a skill but also
allows them to feel good about the work they are doing for
others.

At the current moment, Knitting Club is based off of
donations from various individuals. The club is very
grateful for this generosity and could not have had this
much success without those individuals. We are always
accepting donations for yarn and needles and will make
use of everything. If you would like to make a donation
you can drop it off at the front desk in the school lobby
with a note on it addressed to Ms. Amanda in Studio.

See page 5 for some pictures of the students knitting and
helping each other!
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MEET SAIL STAFF MEMBERS

Christian Roman

Our first interview with one of the upper grade teachers - thank you Mr. Christian!

Where were you born/grew up?
I was born and raised in Vina del Mar, Chile, South America.

What grade do you teach OR what is your position at SAIL?
I am the 6th grade teacher this year.

How many years have you been at SAIL?
I came to the USA in 2006 to teach 8th graders at SAIL upper school. Then I worked with Ms. Kate’s 4th grade in
2007-2008 and Ms. Minji’s 2/3 grade in 2008-2009. 1 am a Special Education teacher and I graduated from
Catholic University of Valparaiso, Chile.

Is there anything you would like to share about your Family?
I am married to a wonderful woman, her name is Maureen. We have 3 children, Catalina 19, Macarena 14, and
Joaquin 12. As family, we love to go to different places and meet new people. We love New York, Miami,
Baltimore, and Annapolis.

What is your favorite food, color, hobby OR something else that you want to share about yourself?

I am crazy for all kind of food, especially for the dishes we have in Chile. I love music, play guitar, watch a good
movie, and play tennis (my favorite sport). I would like to share that, as teacher, I like to work close to the parents
in order to get the best for our students. Here at SAIL I have found a great group of people, staff, teachers, that are
willing to do things better for our students, because they deserve the best.

Stephanie Wilkinson
New to SAIL this year, Ms. Stephanie is settling in to life in DC.

Where were you born/grew up?
I was born in the metro Toronto area, but have lived most of my life in the States—Iowa, Oklahoma, Illinois, and
most recently, California. I miss the sunshine of California, but I am enjoying the culture and history of DC and
Alexandria, where I live with my roommate. Last year, I graduated with a Bachelor’s in English from the
University of California, and traveled to DC for an internship here at SAIL, and I've been here ever since.

What grade do you teach OR what is your position at SAIL?
I am the receptionist for SAIL & WVSA.

How many years have you been at SAIL?
I'm new to the building and so far am having a great time working with the students!

Is there anything you would like to share about your Family?
My family lives back home in California; my mom and dad, as well as my younger brother in university and my
sister who starts this fall. I've been racking up so many frequent flyer miles from traveling back and forth to see
them that I should be able to fly to Hawaii sometime soon!

What is your favorite food, color, hobby OR something else that you want to share about yourself?
I spend my spare time exploring the city, practicing yoga (free classes whenever possible!) and making new friends.
I'm always looking for suggestions of fun things to do around town, so stop by the front desk if you have any
stories or recommendations!

Appreciation Day for Reading & Math Buddies — Watch for New Date

Due to the snow, this event was cancelled. Ms. J. promises once the threat of wintry weather passes, she will reschedule it!
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